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One of the best ways to learn about parapsychology is to study its historical
development. History can help you to understand the origin of ideas, theories,
methodology, controversies, terms, and other things you may be interested in from the
context of the times in which the developments took place, and considering both actual
parapsychological work and the social aspects that influenced the field. The latter
includes beliefs prevalent at the time, competition with other disciplines, patterns of
intellectual influence, and the dynamics of professionalization, among other topics. From
the point of view of doing parapsychology, the past literature can provide us resources to
avoid past methodological mistakes, generate hypotheses for research, and evaluate

controversies (for more information click here http://www.pflyceum.org/103.html).

Furthermore, a historical perspective can do much to provide us with the human aspect of
parapsychology, aspects such as information about the lives of mediums, psychics,
researchers, and theoreticians.

In this short essay I present some bibliographical suggestions and links to
information sources that I hope will assist interested readers to become familiar with the

history and past literature of parapsychology.

Finding Sources: Guides to the Literature and Bibliographies

In addition to a variety of modern databases covering different disciplines (click

here http://www.pflyceum.org/112.html), there are some specialized bibliographies that

can be of great help. Adam Crabtree’s bibliography Animal Magnetism, Early Hypnotism,
and Psychical research, 1766-1925 (1988) is particularly useful to find books (and some
articles) about mesmerism, spiritualism and psychical research, many of which are
annotated. Also useful is George Zorab’s Bibliography of Parapsychology (1957), which

includes many books as well as articles from parapsychological journals.



Much bibliographical and other information is available in reference books such
as Anderson (2006), Berger (1991), and Melton (1996). More recently I have compiled
several bibliographies of online articles and books covering topics such as psychic
phenomena in general (Alvarado, 2007, 2008a), mesmerism (Alvarado, 2008b), medium
Leonora E. Piper (Alvarado, 2009a), and psychical researcher Frederic W.H. Myers
(Alvarado, 2009b, 2009c¢).
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Old Introductions and Overviews

A good way to obtain information about the past is through old general overviews
of the field. Barrett’s Psychical Research (1911) and Lang’s article “Psychical Research”
(1911) in the eleventh edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica emphasize English-

language developments, particularly the work of the Society for Psychical Research. This



is not the case with Moser’s Der okkultismus: Tauschungen und Tatsachen (1935), and
the work of others, whose books include developments from many countries originally

published in languages such as French and German (Richet, 1922 & 1923; Sudre, 1926,
1960).
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Classics

There are many books today that are considered to be classics in the field for a
variety of reasons. The ones listed below represent different areas and approaches. For
examples in terms of theory and the issue of survival of death, two important works were

Aksakow’s Animismus und Spiritismus (1890) and Myers’ Human Personality and Its



Survival of Bodily Death (1903). Others such as Crookes’ Researches in the Phenomena
of Spiritualism (1874), Richet’s article “La Suggestion Mentale et le Calcul des
Probabilités” (1884), and Morselli’s Psicologia e “Spiritismo” (1908) covered more
specific phenomena. Richet’s (1922 & 1923) book, while basically a general review of
the field, is a classic in the sense of its great impact in parts of Europe, particularly in

France.

Aksakow, A. (1890). Animismus und Spiritismus. Leipzig: Oswald Mutze.

Crookes, W. (1874). Researches in the Phenomena of Spiritualism. London: J. Burns.
(http://books.google.com/books?id=0BgHA AAAQAAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq
=Researches+in+the+Phenomena+of+Spiritualism&as_brr=1&ei=9YzESKzdG6
WO0zATtwZSODg)

Denton, W, & Denton, E.M.F. (1863). The Soul of Things: Or, Psychometric Researches
and Discoveries. Boston: Walker, Wise.
(http://books.google.com/books?id=RsoVAAAAYAAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq
=editions:0gtmgPICYyYplOUS_r)

Flournoy, T. (1900). From India to the Planet Mars. New York: Harper & Brothers.
(http://books.google.com/books?id=WdkRAAAAYAAJ&printsec=frontcover&d
g=editions:0es7DIuzDCRUerkOFeNjIU#PPR1,M1)

Geley, G. (1920). From the Unconscious to the Conscious. Glasgow: William Collins.
(http://books.google.com/books?id=fxXIWAAAAMAAJ]&printsec=frontcover&dqg
=inauthor:geley&lr=&as_brr=1&ei=Yo7ESKbUG43kywT374GSDg)

Gurney, E., Myers, F.W.H., & Podmore, F. (1886). Phantasms of the Living (2 vols.).
London: Triibner. http://www.esalenctr.org/display/phantasms/index.html

Morselli, E. (1908). Psicologia e “Spiritismo.” (2 vols.). Turin: Fratelli Bocca. (Vol 1:
http://books.google.com/books?id=bNcOAAAAMAAJ&printsec=frontcover&dqg=
morselli+psicologia+e+spiritismo&lr=&as_brr=1#PPR3.M1; Vol. 2:
http://books.google.com/books?id=Ids0AAAAMAAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=
editions:ONV_vVSOEXpuglKCrw)

Myers, FW.H. (1903). Human Personality and Its Survival of Bodily Death (2 vols).
London: Longmans, Green. http://www.esalenctr.org/display/hp_ctr.cfm

Osty, E. (1923). Supernormal Faculties in Man. London: Methuen.

Rhine, J.B. (1934). Extra-Sensory Perception. Boston: Boston Society for Psychic
Research.

(http://books.google.com/books?id=tjJLDZwQijlY C&printsec=frontcover&dq=ed
itions: ISBN1606802550#PPP3,M1)

Richet, C. (1884). La suggestion mentale et le calcul des probabilités. Revue
philosophique de la France et de I’étrangere, 18, 609-674.
(http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bptbk 171573.image.r=revue+philosophique.f613.1
angFR)

Richet, C. (1922). Traité de métapsychique. Paris: Félix Alcan.
(http://www.archive.org/details/traitdemtaps0Qrich)




Richet, C. (1923). Thirty Years of Psychical Research. New York: Macmillan.
(http://survivalebooks.org/#Thirty%20Y ears %200f%20Psychical %20Research)

History Books

Several modern books have presented overviews or specific studies of aspects of
psychical research, including developments in specific countries. Brief general overviews
appear in Beloff (1993), as well as in Inglis (1984, 1992), and in Gutierez and Maillard
(2004). Podmore’s overview Modern Spiritualism (1902), with material about psychical
research, is still very useful. Gauld’s The Founders of Psychical Research (1968) is
essential reading about the early work of the Society for Psychical Research in England, as
is Mauskopf and McVaugh’s The Elusive Science (1980) for American developments with
emphasis on the work of J.B. Rhine and colleagues. Other countries are covered in the
studies of Biondi (1988), Monroe (2008), Parra (1990), and Treitel (2004). With some

exceptions, I have not included those books that emphasized mesmerism and spiritualism.
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History Articles

The articles listed below cover a variety of topics. Irwin (1987), Mulacz (1999),
and Tietze (1985) discuss specific individuals studied by psychical researchers, while
others focus on various researchers and other figures (e.g., Anderson, 1990; Corbetta,
2006; Kelly, 2001). Some topics discussed include studies of dissociation by members of
the Society for Psychical Research (Alvarado, 2002), American psychologists’ rejection
of psychic phenomena (Coon, 1992), the Institut Métapsychique International
(LaChapelle, 2005), and veridical hallucinations and psychopathology in the late
nineteenth-century (Le Maléfan, 2008).
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